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Local governments and climate mitigation
Rosenzweig et al. 2010
Cities: A ‘Cause of  and 
Solution to’ Climate Change
(Hughes, 2017)
Modest vs. Ambitious Policies
Largely modest, symbolic policies
• e.g., joining climate networks, far-off goals
• Limited financial or capacity costs and 
investment
Relatively few ambitious policies
• e.g., strict renewable energy & building 
standards
• Substantial investments and undertakings
(Armstrong 2019, 2021; Millard-Ball 2012; Yeganeh et al., 2020)
U.S. Dept. of Energy
Climate policy transitions
Significant GHG emission implications if modest 
actions can serve as steppingstones to ambitious 
policies.
Research question: What actors and conditions 






sustainability transitions, multilevel 
perspective, politics and 
policymaking.
Research approach: Explorative 
multiple case studies, quantitative-
qualitative assessment.
• 10 small-to-medium sized cities 
with ambitious policies.
• Selected for geographic, 
population size, and political 
variation.
(Geels et al., 2017; Hess & Sovacool, 2020; Koehler et al. 2019; Ribeiro et al., 2020; Weible et al., 2009)
Methodology
Data and analysis:
• Develop a climate policy adoption 
timeline for each city.
• Assess the change in political, social, 
and economic conditions.
• Analyze policy language and 
framing associated with policies 
and their adoption.
• Interview policymakers, staff, and 
stakeholders about the policy 
transitions.
(Boehnke et al., 2019; Seawright & Gerring, 2008)
Anticipated implications
1. Understand the role of modest climate 
actions as possible steppingstones in a 
broad set of governments.
2. Identify policy transition points and 
underlying conditions critical to climate 
mitigation and sustainability 
transitions.
3. New research direction that can inform 
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